William "Bill" Howard Wright

July 9, 1939 - May 6, 2025

William ‘Bill Howard Wright, 86, also known as Grampy to his grandkids and
Birdhouse Bill to his community, passed away peacefully at his home on May
6, 2025, surrounded by his family.

Born on July 9, 1939, to Robert and Gladys Wright in EI Centro, California, Bill
spent his life in service to others. First as a member of the Army National
Guard, where he trained as a Sargent, and then a police officer for Yuba City,
California for 15 years.

Bill met his wife Jerri Sue at work. She was a dispatcher and he was a police
officer. They were married for 57 years and have two wonderful daughters,
Cynthia Taylor and Christine Troyer.

After retiring, Bill trained as a locksmith and worked maintenance for
Graceland University in lowa, allowing his daughters to attend college free of
charge.

Outside of work, Bill was an avid collector of tools. He was often found
tinkering and building any chance he could. In his later years, building bird
houses became one of his favorite pastimes, many of which he gave to family
and friends.



Bill was a lover of animals and in particular dogs. His first dog, Queenie, found
him when she jumped into his lap at a stoplight, thus starting a lifelong bond
with man’s best friend. Recently, Bill was rarely found without Dan the
Chihuahua, his daughter’s dog, close by.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Jerri, and is survived by his two
daughters, Cindy and Christine, as well as his son-in-law Travis Troyer and
grandkids, Sydney & Nathaniel Jones, and Jack & Jordan Troyer.

A celebration of life will be held on Sunday, June 1st from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at
the Kidwell-Garber Funeral Home in Versailles. In lieu of flowers, the family
asks that donations be made to Versailles Middle School to help students pay
outstanding lunch balances or the pet rescue of your choice.

Arrangements are under the direction and care of the Kidwell-Garber Funeral
Home of Versailles.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

JUN 1. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Kidwell-Garber Funeral Home - Versailles Chapel
207 North Monroe St.

Versailles, MO 65084

(573) 378-4655



Tribute Wall

I'm BILL WRIGHTS oldest daughter Cynthia Taylor. He truly is a
great man. | believe my dad BILL is with my mother. His wife, Mrs.
Jerry Wright | believe with all my heart love never dies. My dad is a
great man. He suffered many attacks from the enemy, which is
negativity. The greatness and potential of William Wright was and is
beautiful magical and special. Dad never gave up on his family. He
never gave up on his wife and he never gave up on me. The little
girl he adopted at five years old. He is truly the best father I've ever
known on earth. Why do | say my dad is great because he was
there for us. He was always there when we needed him, when my
dog Nina ran away from home. She went looking for the people that
she loved before me. She took off on the railroad tracks that was
down the street from our house in Lamoni, lowa and my dad went
after my puppy on a snowy day, caught her and brought her home
to me. He was selfless. that wasn’t the only doggie chase after he
chased after my sister's two dogs when they took off after a squirrel
in Missouri at Lost Valley Lake resort you should’ve seen him run. It
was beautiful. He was worried about the dogs. He was worried
about my sister missing her puppy both puppies God bless you, dad
you are greatly missed. Until we meet again love you, Cindy. 9 |7
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Cynthia Lee Taylor - May 21, 2025 at 08:08 PM



