John J. Stafford

April 5, 1925 - August 6, 2011

John J. Stafford, age 86, of Versailles, passed away Saturday morning,
August 6, 2011, at his home. He was born April 5, 1925, in Morgan County,
Missouri, the son of the late William H. and Minnie R. Swearingen Stafford.

On October 6, 1950, in Folkston, Georgia, he was united in marriage to Joyce
L. Breen, who survives of the home.

At the young age of 14, he spent his summers working away from home. At
16, he enlisted in CCC Company 1756 in Kaiser, Missouri. He was discharged
in March of 1942, and then worked in a concrete block factory in Clay Center,
Kansas.

At the age of 17, he enlisted in the United States Navy in St. Louis, Missouri.
He served in WWII, the Korean Conflict, and Vietnam. In August of 1972, he
retired from the Navy with the rank of Master Chief Petty Officer.

He attended a tech school for four years, was a substitute mail carrier, a real
estate broker for eight years, and obtained Coast Guard License Captain for
100 ton vessels.

John was a member of the Fleet Reserve Association, the VFW Post 5178 in
Gravois Mills, the Disabled Veterans Association, the Retired Enlisted



Association, the National Association for Uniformed Services, the American
Military Society, the Navy and Marine Corps Relief Society, the Second
Amendment Task Force, the National Association Fleet Tug Sailors, the Naval
Memorial, Ronald Reagan Ranch and Library, the Armed Forces Top Enlisted
Association, the USS Missouri Memorial, the American Legion Post 104 in
Versalilles, the NRA, and was a St. Jude Partner in Hope.

John was a born again Christian, and was a member of the West Union
Baptist Church in Versailles.

In addition to his wife, Joyce, he is survived by his sons, Gary Stafford and
wife Karen of Union, Missouri, and Cary Stafford, Jerry Stafford and wife Lisa,
and Mark Stafford and wife Patricia all of Versailles, Missouri; his daughter,
Betty Zhang of Qingdao, China; ten grandchildren; three great-grandchildren;
and many other relatives and friends. In addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his son, Kevin Stafford, seven brothers, and four sisters.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m., Thursday, August 11, at the
Kidwell-Garber Funeral Home in Versailles. Graveside service and interment
with full military honors will follow in the Versailles Cemetery. The family will
receive friends from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, at the funeral home. In
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions are suggested to Children’s Mercy
Hospital in memory of his son, Kevin, or to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, or the Navy Relief Society.

Arrangements are under the direction and care of the Kidwell-Garber Funeral
Home of Versailles.



Cemetery Details

Versailles Cemetery

550 Clay Road
Versailles, MO 65084

Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 10. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Kidwell-Garber Funeral Home - Versailles Chapel
207 North Monroe St.

Versailles, MO 65084

(573) 378-4655

Service

AUG 11. 11:00 AM (CT)

Kidwell-Garber Funeral Home - Versailles Chapel
207 North Monroe St.

Versailles, MO 65084

(573) 378-4655



Tribute Wall

3 files added to the album John

Mark Stafford - August 07, 2011 at 07:44 PM

~ | remember as a child growing up in West Union Baptist church
John was always there sitting in the same spot every Sunday...
John treated everyone regardless of their age with respect and
kindness... John was a Godly man who will be missed, but a piece
of him lives with-in all of us who were lucky enough to know him! ~

Donna (Phelps) Freeze - August 07, 2011 at 08:50 AM
John was a terrific father-in-law, and loved his grandchildren dearly.
It was always entertaining to visit and have lively discussions with
him on various topics. His devotion to his Lord, his country, and his

family was second to none. We will miss him greatly.

Karen Stafford - August 07, 2011 at 06:42 AM



