
Jerry Franklin Dettmer
February 4, 1942 - May 27, 2026

Jerry Franklin Dettmer, age 84, of Laurie, passed away Wednesday, May 27,
2026, at the Laurie Care Center. 

Jerry was born and raised in Pilot Knob, Missouri, a son of Clarence and
Lorene Dettmer. He graduated from the University of Missouri with a Bachelor
of Science degree in electrical engineering. He earned his Masters degree in
business and public administration from Webster University. 

 

Jerry served in the United States Army and was promoted to Captain. He was
assigned to White Sands Missile Range (WSMR) New Mexico and was
involved in the Pershing Missile Test and Evaluation program. While assigned
to WSMR, he met and married his wonderful wife, Mary Lou. After departing
active duty, he became a federal employee in the U.S. Defense Department,
U.S. Army Aviation. Jerry retired as deputy project manager of Aviation
Electronic Combat and Aircraft Survivability Equipment. 

 

Jerry and Mary Lou retired to the Lake of the Ozarks in 1996. He was a
member and active participant of the St. Patrick Catholic Church, a 3rd and
4th Degree Knight of Columbus, a member of the Osage Community Elks
Lodge 2705 in Laurie, the American Legion Zack Wheat Post 624 in Sunrise
Beach and the Westside Senior Center. 

 



He is survived by his daughter, Michelle Koenigsman and husband Mike of
Gravois Mills, Missouri; son, John Dettmer and wife Amy of Uvalde, Texas;
grandchildren, Jason, Nicole, Matthew, Nicholas, Nathan, Blake, Luke,
Reagan, Cooper and Max; brothers, James Dettmer and wife Ann of
Springfield, Missouri and Joe Dettmer and wife Carla of Overland Park,
Kansas and many other relatives and friends. He was preceded in death by
his parents, Clarence and Lorene Dettmer, wife, Mary Lou Dettmer and his
brother, Jeff Dettmer. 

 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, June 2nd, at
the St. Patrick Catholic Church in Laurie with Father John Schmitz
celebrating. Graveside services and interment with full military honors will
follow in St. Patrick’s Cemetery. A rosary will be prayed at 9:30 a.m., Tuesday,
at the church with the family receiving friends from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Memorial contributions are suggested to the St. Patrick Catholic Church, the
National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the Church, the American Legion Zack
Wheat Post 624, the Osage Community Elks Lodge 2705 or the Westside
Senior Center. 

 

Arrangements are under the direction and care of the Kidwell-Garber
Laurie/Sunrise Beach Chapel.



Cemetery Details

St. Patrick Cemetery

800 Highway O
Laurie, MO 65038

Previous Events

Rosary

JUN 2. 9:30 AM (CT)

St. Patrick Catholic Church
176 Marian Dr.
Gravois Mills, MO 65037
http://www.stpatrickcatholicchurch.org

Visitation

JUN 2. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Patrick Catholic Church
176 Marian Dr.
Gravois Mills, MO 65037
http://www.stpatrickcatholicchurch.org

http://www.stpatrickcatholicchurch.org/
http://www.stpatrickcatholicchurch.org/


Mass of Christian Burial

JUN 2. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Patrick Catholic Church
176 Marian Dr.
Gravois Mills, MO 65037
http://www.stpatrickcatholicchurch.org

http://www.stpatrickcatholicchurch.org/
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Preston Moore - June 02 at 09:08 AM

Jerry and Mary Lou were familiar faces around the Elks Lodge.
Jerry's humor and Mary Lou's quiet demeanor will be missed. Now
that their union has been reaffirmed, may they enjoy eternity in
Heaven. Rest in Peace Brother Elk! Pepsi, Chaplain Elks Lodge
2705

Jimmie DeMasters/Sue Dover - May 31 at 09:39 PM

Im so blessed to know Jerry and have lunch daily. His smile and
humor were infectious, always teasing and joking with everyone.
Remember the first day Jimmie and I met him. He invited us to
dinner and he would fix us "one little sardine". I will miss him at that
table but will always carry him in my heart. Oh Jerry, carry on. 

Michaela Parker - May 29 at 11:00 PM

Loss leaves a heartache no one can heal and
love leaves a memory no one can steal. My
prayers and thoughts are with you. Michaela
Parker from the Knolls.

Tony Schaffer - May 29 at 09:59 AM

Tony Schaffer lit a candle in memory of Jerry
Franklin Dettmer
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Jason Owen - May 28 at 10:53 PM

Jerry & Mary Lou were like 2nd parents to me and I will always hold
them both close to my heart. Jerry was like a father to me and I will
always remember the fun we had together, all are happy hrs and
especially all the times we cooked out the lake, and I’ll especially
remember all the nicknames he gave me, which ‘big blue’ is my
most favorite. I will miss you my friend, rest in peace Big Jerry I’ll
never forget you, I’m so happy you are now able to be with your
beautiful wife Mary Lou. I will always remember you both as long as
I live. 
 
Love always !! 
Jason Owen 
Aka - Big Blue


