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GERRY BASS 
 

Geraldine E. Bass, age 101, of Laurie, Missouri, formerly of Decatur, Illinois,
passed away August 24, 2019 in Laurie. She was born February 7, 1918 in
Bingham, Illinois to Joel W. and Essie E. Abell. She was preceded in death by
her parents and her brother Craig. 

 

Gerry grew up on a farm in central Illinois, graduated from Fillmore High
School in 1935, and then moved to Decatur, Illinois. She took post-graduate
classes and worked for a CPA for several years. She was a credit and office
manager for 16 years at Decatur Memorial Hospital and Decatur Dry Goods.
During that time, she was a member of the Beta Sigma Phi women’s business
sorority and was instrumental in starting the local Decatur chapter. 

She married Charles Francis Bass during the war on July 4, 1943. They
enjoyed 62 years of marriage prior to his death in 2005. Through the years,
she was active in Girl Scouts, and was a lifetime member of the PTA, Decatur
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, and the VFW. Gerry also worked part-time in the
credit department at Goldblatt’s Furniture store. She was a member of Grace
United Methodist church for over 50 years, and she volunteered at the church
Economy Shop for over 30 years. In 2014 she moved to Laurie Knolls
Assisted Living in Laurie, Missouri to be closer to family. 



She was an avid St. Louis Cardinals baseball fan and faithfully watched and
listened to all of their games. 

 

Gerry is survived by her daughters, Kathy Carter (Carey) of Ft. Wayne,
Indiana and Patti Doyle (Don) of Gravois Mills, Missouri; her grandchildren,
Carra, Melissa, and Zach; and her great-grandchildren, Noah, D’Lanie, and
Zoey. 

Graveside services will be held in Illinois at a later date. 

The family suggests memorials be made to Laurie Knolls Assisted Living. 
 

Arrangements are under the care and direction of the Kidwell-Garber
Laurie/Sunrise Beach Chapel.
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BE

Barbara Ellis - August 28, 2019 at 10:30 PM

I felt honored as a Beta Sigma Phi Sorority Sister of Xi Nu Tau in
Laurie to have meant a former Beta Sigma Phi Sorority Sister of
Illinois while visiting my mom Ann Reilly at Laurie Knolls. I will miss
her, as we shared many meals together. Her smile was so bright. 

 Barbara Ellis

PD
Patti Doyle - August 31, 2019 at 12:14 AM

Thank you Barbara, Mom always enjoyed visiting with you.


